Single-stage replacement of the entire thoracic aorta via transverse thoracosternotomy.
The transverse thoracosternotomy provides excellent exposure for repair of lesions involving the entire thoracic aorta. This approach has been made more feasible by other recent technical advances, such as retrograde perfusion of the brain during circulatory arrest, allowing single-stage replacement of the ascending and descending aorta and aortic arch. The two cases presented here illustrate the use of these advancements in the treatment of extensive aneurysms of the thoracic aorta.